Sir,
In the paper on drowning, published in the last number of the Edinburgh Medical and Surgical Journal, I find that I have been unwittingly betrayed into an error of some consequence, which I am anxious to be allowed to correct at the earliest opportunity. Not The cavities of the chest contained a little thin reddish fluid.
The whole of the lung, the left, and lower lobes of the right lung adhered to the ribs. The lungs were violet-hued, emphysematous, distended and moderately congested. A minute quantity of reddish frothy fluid was contained in the air-cells; the lungs were easily lacerated. The lining membrane of the trachea, and the surface of the pleura were of a dark red-colour.
The surface of the heart was red, even where covered with fat.
The right ventricle, pulmonary artery, both vence cavaz, and right auricle were full of dark fluid blood, which was also found in the aorta. The left auricle and ventricle were merely moistened with blood. The lining membrane of the heart was of a dark red-colour.
The cellular substance of the extremities, abdomen, and lower part of the chest were saponified. The whole peritoneal surface was of a uniform dirty red-colour, as was the mucous coat of the whole alimentary canal. Two ounces of a reddish pulp were found in the stomach. The liver, spleen, and kidneys were moderately congested. Two ounces of milky urine were contained in the bladder.
The muscles generally were dark-red, scarcely if at all softened. The diaphragm was arched upwards. Aberdeen, 25th February 1837.
